English 308J:

Writing and Rhetoric II
T,TH 7:10-9:00pm
Instructor:
Mr. Paul Shovlin

Email:

ps138792@ohiou.edu
Office Hours:
Tentatively Tuesday 6-7pm, or by appointment

Textbooks:
CyberReader: Abridged Edition edited by Victor Vitanza
Course Philosophy:


 By junior year, you’ve done a lot of academic writing. Chances are, you took English 151 and have since then written for other classes and disciplines practicing different kinds of genres. The assumption is that you have some experience negotiating academic writing assignments. In this class we are going to study the intersection of various characteristics that relate to writing: ethos, the Academic essay (school writing), the “new essay,” technology, Word, the Internet, the individual writer, the group writing project and other topics.

We will be reading a number of essays written about different subjects by different authors, though many will be focused on technology. We will discuss the essays both in terms of the subject matter and the author’s individual writing style. 
Although you might have the option to write in a more traditional academic way, I am going to encourage you to use the readings as a starting point to develop essays that are meaningful to you and can be made meaningful to others. In addition to the essays in the book, we will be sharing our writing and discussing it as a class. The following syllabus may change depending on the needs of our specific class.
Course Requirements:

· You will be expected to keep up with the reading. There will be reading each night. On many nights we will be reading essays from the text and student papers, as well. If the reading load looks too challenging, you should think about picking up a different 308J. If you plan on coming to class, plan on doing the readings. I may give a pop reading quiz at any time. There will probably be a pop quiz each week.
· Connected to keeping up with the reading, you will be required to turn in written responses once a week. They should be typed and polished. They should be no shorter than one complete page. You may write more. I will collect these each day and write comments on them. A more detailed guide to completing these responses successfully will be handed out separately from the syllabus.

· By the second day of class, I will be handing out a daily reading list for the rest of the quarter with blank spaces for students to sign up to workshop their essays. Students will be required in those instances to email a copy of their rough draft for the next major paper assignment to their instructor on the class date BEFORE the date they’ve signed up to workshop. We will read the draft, in addition to essays from the book, and discuss the draft as a class during the meeting. Later in the quarter, we may change the structure of such workshopping and perhaps try small group workshopping.

· In addition to written responses, students will be responsible for 1 point of participation per week. These points are rewarded at the discretion of the instructor. Simply responding “yes” or “no” in class will not cut it. You must say something substantial.

· You will write 2 typed essays and complete a final group project.  The essays should be at least 5 (COMPLETE) pages long, though you may write more. Use a 12 point Times New Roman font. Double-space your paper. Do not include extra spaces between paragraphs or do anything to abuse the minimum page limit. Be especially careful regarding the first page; do not double-space your name, the course number, and the instructor’s name. Do not put more than one space between the title and body of the paper. Margins should be standard, 1 inch top and bottom and 1.25 on the right and left sides. If you are unsure about your formatting then ask. Turn in the papers in a 2-pocket folder with drafts, peer critiques, and all the assignments connected to the finished paper in one pocket and the finished paper in the other pocket. The final paper should be appropriately and interestingly titled.  It should be formatted in MLA style.  Each paper should include a one-page reflective statement: an explanation of why you chose your topic, what you were trying to accomplish, and how you tried to do that.

· You are welcome to bring your papers to my office for feedback before the papers are due.  You should do this at least once during the quarter. Contact me after class or by email to set up an appointment.
· Grading:

Paper 1




20%

Paper 2




20%

Paper 3




20%

Homework/Responses


20%

Pop Quizzes
 


10%

Participation



10%

Accommodations for students' special needs are made in instruction, not in evaluation.

English 308J papers are graded according to the instructor's judgment of the overall quality of the manuscript.

Course Policies:

· If you want to revise a paper that I have graded, you can turn in a revision within a week after receiving the grade.  The final paper grade will be an average of the two.

· Late papers cannot be revised after they are graded.  GRADES FOR LATE PAPERS WILL BE LOWERED BY ONE WHOLE LETTER GRADE. If you are absent the day that something is due, it is late unless you get a classmate to turn it in for you. Contacting me before turning something in late is a good idea.
· Do your responses. You will be responsible for monitoring your completion. I will not remind you to do them.

· Don’t routinely come to class late, it’s annoying.

· Attendance is part of your grade. You can miss 2 classes (for any reasons, good or bad) without repercussions. Each additional missed class will cost you a third of a letter grade off your final grade (if you end up with an A- in the class but have missed 4 classes, you’ll have a B). Students who have perfect attendance, participate in class, and come to class prepared are welcome to write a one page request (submit it during Week 9 or 10) asking me to raise their grade by a third of letter grade.
· Plagiarism is defined by the Ohio University Student Handbook as a Code A offense, which means that "[a] student found to have violated any of the following regulations will be subject to a maximum sanction of expulsion, or any sanction not less than a reprimand...Plagiarism involves the presentation of some other person's work as if it were the work of the presenter.  A faculty member has the authority to grant a failing grade... as well as referring the case to the director of judiciaries" (10). If you have any concerns about plagiarism, please see me BEFORE turning in something questionable. If you are caught plagiarizing you will fail the class. This policy is non-negotiable and applies to ANY plagiarism. We will be using MLA style.

· Civil Discourse: In our class discussion, in our readings, and in our writing throughout the quarter, we will most likely be exploring sensitive topics and examining ideas from different perspectives. At this university, students and faculty are afforded an academic environment that allows for intellectual expression; challenging issues and ideas may arise, but none of these should be expressed in an inappropriate manner either  verbally or in writing. One of the goals of a university is to challenge us all to think again about all that we know (and all that we don’t know). This demands that we all share responsibility for creating and maintaining an enabling environment in our classrooms and in the larger university community. We will all be responsible for maintaining an environment that encourages civil interaction. In part, this means that we will be sensitive to what we say and do, how we act, how our words and actions have consequences, and how our words and actions affect others. As a teacher, I pledge that I will treat each of you with respect. If at any time any of us thinks we are not fulfilling our goal of maintaining a respectful and civil environment, she or he has the right and responsibility to share her or his concerns with me or with the class.

Instructions:

If you see an (OL) after a reading, it’s not available in your textbook. You can access these readings via Blackboard or the course folder available in your classroom through your Eng account. Be sure to print out a copy and bring it to class on the day it will be discussed.

You will see a number of headings marked “workshop” with a blank afterwards, to be filled in after folks sign up for a workshop date. It is important to understand that you must email your instructor a copy of your rough draft on the class date BEFORE your workshop day. After you provide us with a copy, we will read through it and respond to it and then workshop it (talk about it as a class) on the workshop day.

Week 1

Tuesday, January 3: Intro to class.

HW: Log onto Group Writing Assignment Web page at: http://oak.cats.ohiou.edu/~shovlin, inform yourself about the research project.

Read: Anzaldua “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” (OL) and Tan “Mother Tongue” (OL)

Thursday, January 5: HW: Discuss Anzaldua and Tan: How is language political? How is that relevant to writing instruction?
Read:  Ohmann “Literacy, Technology, and Monopoly Capital” (OL) and Montaigne (OL)

Group: Your group must settle on a research topic by next week in order to present on it.

Week 2

Tuesday, January 10 Discuss Ohmann and Montaigne: More of the politics of writing instruction. What are the characteristics of the Montaignian essay? How is this different than/similar to the traditional academic essay?

HW: 

Read: Vielstimmig “Petals on a Wet Black Bough” (OL)

Thursday, January 12: Discuss Vielstimmig 

HW: 

Read: Vitanza “Chapter 1” and Woolley’s “Cyberspace”

Group: Your group must settle on a theoretical framework for next week.

Week 3

Tuesday, January 17: Discuss Vitanza and Woolley and workshop ________ and _________

HW: 

Read: Heim “VR101”

Thursday, January 19: Discuss Heim and workshop ________ and ________

HW: 

Read: Thieme “Stalking the UFO Meme”

Group: Each member of the group must post a page and half of ideas for critical introduction for group project.

Week 4

Tuesday, January 24: Discuss Thieme and workshop ________ and ________

HW: Vitanza “Chapter 2” and Turkle “Identity Crisis” 
Read: 

Thursday, January 26: Discuss Vitanza and Turkle and workshop ________ and _________

HW:

Read: Leary “The Cyberpunk: The Individual as Reality Pilot” and “Evolution of Countercultures” and Gibson “Johnny Mnemonic” (OL)

Group: Draft of critical introduction must be posted on Wiki.

Week 5

Tuesday, January 31: Paper 1 Due. Discuss Leary and Gibson

HW:

Read: Vitanza “Chapter 3” and Stone “In Novel Conditions: The Cross-Dressing Psychiatrist” 

Thursday, February 2: Discuss Vitanza and Stone

HW: 

Read: Nakamura “Race In/For Cyberspace: Identity Tourism and Racial Passing o the Internet”

Week 6

Tuesday, February 7: Discuss Nakamura and workshop ________ and ________

HW:

Read: Dibbell “A Rape in Cyberspace”

Thursday, February 9: Discuss “A Rape in Cyberspace” and workshop ________ and _________

HW:

Read: Vitanza “Chapter 4” and Barlow “Crime and Puzzlement”

Week 7

Tuesday, February 14: Discuss Vitanza and Barlow and workshop ________ and _________

HW:

Read: Boynton “The Tyranny of Copyright?”

Thursday, February 16: Discuss Boynton and workshop _________ and _________ and Wiki peer critique of Web reviews

HW: 

Read: Kelly “Where Music Will Be Coming From”

Group: Wiki site must contain a page with draft of critical intro above Web reviews and embedded pages for guest critiquing

Week 8

Tuesday, February 21: Discuss Kelly and workshop _________ and __________
HW: Vitanza “Chapter 5” and Schwartz “Sorting Reality from the Virtual” and Thompson “Connected Again: Questions for Kevin Mitnick”
Thursday, February 23: Discuss Vitanza, Schwartz, ad Thompson and workshop ________ and __________. Work on emails for potential guest reviewers.

HW:

Read: Van Buren “Man’s Virtual Cheating Does Real Damage to His Marriage” and Sears et al. “Select Cartoons”
Group: Group must have collected guest critiques, posted them on the Wiki, and reviewed them.

Week 9 

Tuesday, February 28: Paper 2 Due. Discuss Van Buren and Sears et al.
HW:

Thursday, March 2: Class discussion on MOO.

HW:

Group: Work on final revision of document

Week 10

Tuesday, March 7:

HW:

Thursday, March 9: Work on final revision.

HW:

Group: Final revision due at exam period. One page individual response due on exam period.

FINAL EXAM PERIOD

Paper 3, the final group project due: Tuesday, March 14, at 7:00 p.m.
