Blog Info
Where you or your students go to create or log into your blogger account (for example, to post an actual entry for the class session): blogger.com

Where you or your students go to simply read and/or comment on a blog entry: yourblogname.blogspot.com (for example, 308jshovlin.blogspot.com)

Students must:

· Log on to blogger.com and create an account. While creating an account students will be asked to create their own blog. You can tell them that blogger requires you to do that and that they can use it as a test site to experiment with posts.

· Be invited by the official class blog owner (you) to become a member of the blog. To do so, sign in at blogger.com and click on change settings next to your class blog name. Click on members and follow the directions to invite your students via email addresses. You can only enter/invite 3 at a time, although you can repeat that step until all are invited. Students should then be warned that an email will be coming from blogger.com notifying them of the invitation…if they do not accept and become members they cannot post an entry on the blog (although they can post comments to entries). Students should be alert to catch the email because it could be filtered into their junk mail folders.

The way I use and describe blogs in my daily syllabus:

I tell students they are required to do one major blog post per quarter. They sign up for the day they are required to post. There are two kinds of posts, pre-class posts and post-class posts. For a pre-class blog entry, be sure to post a page of text, links, photos (if any), and a list of questions to create discussion. Then entry should relate to the reading due for that day. This should be done before class so that we can go to the blog first thing when class starts. For a post-class blog entry, you wait until after the class for that day and post an entry related to the discussion that went on in class. In that case, you should have your blog entry done by that evening. Include all the same stuff, text, links, photos, and a few questions for further discussion based on the ideas generated in class. Some students will be asked to double up for blog duty…in that case your entry should be better than if a single student composed it.
All other students in the class are required to read the post and write a short comment about it via the comment feature in the blog.
