Getting Started with Blogger.com

Blogger.com is a free blogging site offering access and easy-to-use templates for those wishing to create a personal space on the Web. Blogger.com and other similar sites are very likely already being used by several students in any given composition class, but it is a good idea to have students start a new blog space devoted solely to coursework.

By creating personalized blogging locations, students new to online journaling and Web design get some experience with e-spaces and instructors discover new venues for journaling and peer editing. 
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Accessing Blogger.com

•Type www.blogger.com into navigation bar.

•The welcome screen for Blogger.com should appear. 

•At the main screen, click on the orange, "Create Your Blog Now" button.
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Creating an Account

•At the next screen – the "Create an account" screen – follow the prompts to create a username, password, display name and to enter an e-mail address for your blog. 

• Check box next to "I accept Terms of Service."

•Click the orange "Continue" arrow.

Naming your blog

•Next, choose a name for the blog, a URL address, and complete the word verification security test.

•Hit the orange "Continue" arrow button.

Personalizing Blogger.com Spaces
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Choosing your look

•The final stage for creating a new blog is choosing a template design for the e-space.

•View possible templates by choosing the "Preview Template" button.

•Once you have chosen a design, click on the orange "Continue" arrow.

•At this point, you will see a screen informing you that "Your blog has been created."

Signing in

•At this point, go directly to your blog spot where you will be given the option to post or access settings. (Note: When signing in after the initial session you will see the "Sign in" option at the upper right-hand corner of the main page.)
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•At this prompt, enter the username created and the password chosen. 

•Hit the "Sign      

          In" button.

Navigating Blogger.com Spaces

Other options for customizing your blogger spot are located under the navigation tabs provided for users.
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•The "Posting" tab allows users to post and edit entries (see p. 15 for more on posting).

•The "Settings" tab allows you to control access to a site and to customize it (see p. 14 for security settings).

•The "Template" tab allows you to change the look of your blog after you have created it.

•The "View Blog" tab allows you to see your blog as others view it online.

Securing Blogger.com Spaces

Almost all e-spaces are vulnerable to unwanted attention, especially from those outside of your class, but there are some security measures – such as eliminating public listings or limiting member access – that can be taken to keep students safe on the Web. 

Setting for safety

•Choose the "Settings" tab from the options on the main Blogger screen.

•Enter the title you wish to name your blog.

•The description category is an optional feature that offers a brief description or welcome to blog visitors that will remain on your opening page permanently.

•Direct students to respond "No" at the pull-down button next to the question "Add your Blog to our listing?" By doing this, students will not be listed publicly with other blogs housed at Blogger.com, but their sites will remain available to those they have invited to join as members.
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•Finally, have students respond "No" at the pull-down button next to the question "Show E-mail Post links?" This is another way to limit access to students' work. 

Blogger.com as Alternate Journal Location

Many GSW instructors use journaling regularly. Whether the journal is devoted to reader-respone, used as a writing log and location for questions, or as a place to record class activities and in-class writings, journaling online can reinvigorate students' personal record keeping and reflective practices about thier own work.

Assigning journal topics

Just as journal topics are assigned in a variety of ways within the classroom (via handouts, written on the board, e-mails, etc.), there are options for journal prompts in cyberspace as well. Instructors may choose to e-mail a class with their journal focus, post a comment on each student's blog containing the prompt (see p. 17 on adding members to your blog), or simply use the blog space as a self-directed student journal.
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Creating a post

•Once students have logged into their blog, direct them to the "Posting" tab.

•At the tab, choose the "Create posts" option. (Note: You may also "Edit posts" from this location.) 

•Type in a title for your post.

•Type content into main screen.

      •When finished typing select    

      the "Preview" option at the 

     upper right-hand corner of the    

     post.

    •After previewing, choose the    
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    "Publish Post" button.

Teacher Options for Blogger.com Journals

Instructors have the option of commenting directly on e-journals or not, just as with traditional journals. 
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Responding to student's journals

•To comment, simply choose the button that lists the number of comments corresponding with the post you wish to respond to. The button is at the bottom right corner of the post.

•Selecting this option also allows students to view comments from others.

Controlling comments

•Go to the "Settings" tab and choose the "Comments" section listed below.

•At this screen you may control how comments appear (in pop-out window, etc.) and, most importantly, who can comment.
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•At the pull-down menu beside the question "Who Can Comment?" have students choose "Only Registered Users." This will limit commenting from outside class.

Options for Journaling on Blogger.com

Some specific journaling options for online spaces include:

•Assign readings and have students respond on their blog.

•Encourage students to post once for each of the five GSW essays they are working on. Posts should contain questions, problems, and particular successes the student is experiencing with each assignment.

•Assign prompts encouraging students to make connections between their lives and upcoming assignments (EX. Write about a trend you have observed at BGSU. Define a problem a group you are a member of is experiencing.)

•Have students post particular parts of their essays in their journals and discuss approaches they used and problems they faced while composing. •Have students share blog entries as discussion starters in class.

Blogger.com for Peer Review

Peer review figures prominently in most GSW courses, but if it is done the same way for every paper it can become monotonous for students. One way to vary peer editing is to make it high-tech. Although Blackboard allows the posting of student drafts, peer editing at a blog site may be more enjoyable for students since the space may be customized to reflect their own personalities.

Posting Drafts

•Drafts may be posted just as any blog entry would be (see p. 15 for directions on creating a post).

•Once a draft has been posted it is important to control who can access the draft and comment on it by creating small peer review groups.

Creating Peer Groups Online

•Go to the Settings tab for the blog and choose the "Members" section.

[image: image11.png]Posting | Settings | Template iew Blog

Basic | Publishing | Formatting | Comments | Archwing | site Feed | Email | Members |

Current Team Members

Name Username Email Admin ©
kenutckygirl almjeld@hotmail.com o]

Add Team Member(s)



•At the screen listing current team members, choose the orange "Add Team Member(s)" button.

•You will be prompted to list the e-mail addresses of those you wish to invite to have access to your blog (see figure on p. 18).

•Have students enter the e-mail addresses of the three or four classmates that will serve as their peer reviewers.

Adding Blogger.com Members

Accepting invitations for membership

•Direct students to check their e-mail accounts and follow the directions mailed to them for accepting membership to one another's blogs.
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•Students can check their blogs to see who has responded to the invitations by again selecting the "Members" option under the "Settings" tab.
•The screen above tells the date users were invited and the status of the invitation.
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OR

•Users can also access the "Dashboard" section of their blog to see a listing of current users.

Options for Peer Reviewing

Just as there are many ways to focus a traditional peer workshop session, online peer editing can also be tailored from assignment to assignment.

•Have students post and respond to only parts of a given draft – introductions, conclusions, counterarguments.

•Have students post outlines of their paper to get feedback from peers early on in the drafting process.

•Have students focus on counterarguments and direct them to supply an additional counterargument for each of their peer's papers.
