Storyboarding: Preparing to Tell Your Story
It is impossible to do anything well without first making the proper preparations. The same is true of iMovie projects. Before setting out to tell your tale with a camera and a screen, it is important to visualize how you would like that tale to unfold.

One approach to planning a film project is storyboarding. Storyboarding involves using pictures and words to plan out your movie in small chunks of time.
Each of you will have the opportunity to film and edit your own tale; a tale about some of your experiences with technology or what technology means to you. The movie may reflect early memories of computer or cell phone use, it may show ways you currently use things like text messaging or iPods, or may guess at how you will use technology in the future. No matter what tale you wish to tell about you and technology, it is important to first plan out that story.

Each of you will be given a packet of blank templates to use for illustrating and planning out the video footage you will record and edit to tell your story. The iMovie you will be producing should be around two minutes long and so it might be helpful to break your movie plan into 10-second chunks of time. With only two minutes of film, it is impossible to tell your entire life's story – or even the entire story of your use of technologies. Be sure to choose a narrow focus for your iMovie story – consider one or two events about your experiences with technology.

Getting started:

Some questions that might be helpful in starting to plan your film are:


-What mood do you want to represent (excitement, adventure, fun)?


-Who (or what technologies) will be the characters?


-How will you begin your story?


-How will you end your story?


-What do you want your viewers to take away from the movie?

How to storyboard

Each box – or cell – should include simple drawings or words to help you plan out what each scene will look like. Beside each cell write down some notes that will describe what is in the box.

Example:

	


Remember, your storyboard will not necessarily exactly match your final movie project. It is only a tool for helping you get started telling your digital video story.  

